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“…(God) has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and 
free from accusation—if you CONTINUE IN YOUR FAITH, ESTABLISHED AND FIRM, NOT MOVED 
FROM the hope held out in the gospel” (Col. 1: 22-23).       

I hate car troubles.  Check engine lights, air bag malfunctions, squeaky brakes—even getting gas all the time is a hassle!  
I sometimes think just leaving the car parked is the best way to avoid all the problems.  But when the car is parked, it isn’t 
really doing its job; it is hardly worth even having it. 

I believe we need to be moving in faith even when we are not sure of where God is leading or 
what His plan is for us.  To be standing still—parked—rather than driving forward stagnates 
our faith and causes apathy.  The Bible is full of commands (not suggestions, but commands!) to be 
growing in our spiritual life.  “As newborn babies crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).  Scripture tells us to keep moving in our faith.  “Let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us” (Heb. 12:1), and “… go your way (stand faithful) till the end” (Daniel 12:13). 

It can be an easy thing to fall into the complacency of a stagnated faith.  We get busy doing all our stuff and 
squeeze out the things of God.  Our life gets so noisy we silence the voice of God.  Things are going well and 
we forget to spend time in relationship with God.  Things are going poorly and we park our spiritual life in 
long-term parking and walk away. 

Our faith must be active.  We can’t afford to “retire” from God.  We can’t take a break or a summer 
vacation from growing in our faith.  We can’t afford to put Him off until things 
get calmer.  We must be continually and constantly moving toward God—baby 
steps, giant steps, great leaps and bounds—whatever the pace, we must be 
moving. 

My friend, are you moving toward God or are you parked? 

Start moving with prayer. 

Begin to grow in your faith through reading the Bible. 

Ignite your engine with confessing your need of God’s help. 

Gentlemen and Ladies, start your engines!!             
                          ---Kathy Boeckman    

Moving Toward God in Faith/Being Grounded in Faith 
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The dictionary defines faith as, “confidence or 
trust in a person or thing, belief without need of 
certain proof, something that is believed with 
especially strong conviction, a belief in God and 
the scriptures.”  The biblical definition of faith is 
found in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” 

My faith in God is constant; but as 
days, months and years pass it 
often loses immediacy.  Yes, I am 
faithful, but faith sometimes flows 
into the background of my life.  
Why is it that I become casual 
about thanking God for the 
incredible blessings that are mine, 
but come to him in earnest prayer 
when faced with significant 
challenges or crisis?  Somehow my 
faith becomes a priority when 
things are not going well and I find 
my prayers take on an intensity 
that is often otherwise missing. 

This past year my husband saw the 
doctor for his annual check-up.  Dennis’ PSA 
level had dramatically increased from the 
previous year and was much higher than the 
number that was deemed “normal.”  His doctor 
referred him to a specialist. During the time we 
were waiting for him to have his appointment, I 
researched what I could find on the internet 
regarding PSA levels and prostate cancer.  Being 
proactive through researching the different types 

of surgery and treatments helped me to cope 
with the situation, but also increased my anxiety 
(a little medical information can be a dangerous 
thing!)  I prayed fervently that what I was 
reading was not information that we would have 
to use… that my husband would not have 
cancer.  Time slowed to a snail’s pace as we 

waited and wondered. 

Dennis’ appointment arrived and 
the specialist decided to monitor 
him for another six weeks.  I 
thanked God for any note of 
encouragement, but remained more 
than a bit uneasy.  Dennis had 
retired from his job, and I was in 
my last year of teaching.  We were 
finally at a point in our lives where 
we could spend more time 
together, but we hadn’t planned on 
spending that time fighting a battle 
with cancer.  Suddenly, faith moved 
into the forefront of my life.  My 
prayers were no longer routine and 
took on new urgency.  I would have 

had a very difficult time getting through the next 
six weeks without prayer and my faith in God.  
Even if the results came back positive for 
cancer, I prayed that God would give us the 
strength to face whatever we would have to go 
through.  When the next appointment arrived, 
Dennis’ PSA level had increased again.  The 
urologist did an ultrasound and noted that he 
saw a suspicious looking spot.  He intimated that 

(Continued on page 3) 

Unity in the Family 
By Diane Priess 
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there was a good chance that Dennis had 
prostate cancer, and scheduled him for a biopsy 
in two weeks.  At this point, we told some of 
our best friends and close family members what 
was happening and they also began praying for 
Dennis.  Faith and prayers allowed us to accept 
whatever the outcome would be, but our 
anxiety increased as the day of the biopsy drew 
near.  The urologist took multiple samples to be 
examined for cancer cells.  Then it was several 
more long days of worry as the lab processed 
the biopsies. 

Our collective prayers were answered in full.  
Two days before the scheduled appointment to 
go over the results of the biopsy and plan the 
next steps, the urologist’s office called to say 

that the results were completely negative and 
there was no need for the follow up visit!  
Suddenly the anxiety and concern were replaced 
with relief and prayers of thanksgiving.   Faith 
in God and his son Jesus Christ gives us the 
strength to face life’s obstacles.  We know that 
sometimes our prayers are answered the way we 
wish them to be; other times, God’s plan 
transcends our own and our prayers are 
answered in ways we may not fully understand.  
Faith seems simple when life’s challenges are 
easily overcome, but the foundation of our faith 
is tested when we are faced with more than we 
think we can bear.  This challenge in my life has 
reminded me how important it is to build faith 
at every opportunity so that it will remain 
steadfast when tested. 

(Continued from page 2) 

6th Annual6th Annual6th Annual6th Annual    

Community Thanksgiving DinnerCommunity Thanksgiving DinnerCommunity Thanksgiving DinnerCommunity Thanksgiving Dinner    

Thursday, November 22, 2012 

Noon – 3pm 

 

This year’s location: 
United Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist Church    

104 State St.104 State St.104 State St.104 State St.    

 

ALL ARE WELCOMEALL ARE WELCOMEALL ARE WELCOMEALL ARE WELCOME    

(meal provided at no charge)  

Sponsored by the  

Charlevoix Ministerial Association 
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Have you ever noticed that during times of 
uncertainty people tend to talk the problem 
over and over again. They focus on what is 
wrong and worry that things may never 
change. Maybe each one of us 
has done that at one time or 
another but there is a better way.   
We are told in God’s word to 
walk by faith and not by sight (2 
Cor. 5:7). That without faith it is 
impossible to please God  (Heb. 
11:6).  I want to please God and 
I know you do too, but how do 
we stay grounded in faith when 
everything around us is going in 
a different direction. Paul writes 
in Col. 1:23 to continue in your 
faith, not moved from hope in 
the gospel.  Everyday we are given 
opportunities to walk that out. Trusting 
God in both the big and small details of our 
lives.  

       I am always encouraged when I hear 
someone tell of how the Lord worked 
through a difficult situation. Recently I had 
a conversation with my mother about faith. 
She told me of a time when she was young 
and attending a women’s Bible study with 
older ladies from the church. Each week 
they would take turns praying and on one 
occasion they asked her if she would pray 
the following week. She told me she was so 
nervous because she felt inadequate 
compared to them. She knew that if she 

said no she would probably never pray 
because of her fear.  Maybe this was a small 
step of faith, but for a young woman it was 
very big. God did help her with that prayer 

and gave her a boost of 
confidence in Him.  She also 
shared about a time when her 
faith was challenged after she had 
suffered a stroke.  She could no 
longer do many of the things that 
she had once enjoyed. Playing the 
piano was her greatest love. She 
didn’t read music she just played 
by ear. One Sunday the worship 
leader asked her to play the piano. 
Again, she was very nervous but 
she chose to trust God. He would 
help her do what she couldn’t do 

on her own. She got up and walked to the 
piano and played. It blessed many people to 
see her do something she loved with just 
one hand.  

     I see these situations as everyday ways 
we choose to walk in faith. Faith is trusting 
God, trusting His word and then stepping 
out and acting on it. We cannot do it alone. 
We need those deposits of the word daily. 
We need those times of prayer so we can 
hear from God. It should be a way of life. 
Those times of uncertainty will come. We 
may not always know what the outcome 
will be but we can always be sure that if we 
trust God and His word, He will be right 
there beside us. 

Grounded in Faith  
by Marla Certa 
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Weren’t the fall colors gorgeous this year?  

The reds, yellows, and greens of autumn were 

so vivid against the blue sky. But they’re all 

gone and the gray woods are rather dull.    

However, we have oodles of new color in the 

kid’s areas!  Ask a child to give you a tour of 

the wing.  We all are enjoying the cheerful 

new colors and chalkboard walls. 

The kids are learning lots from the new 

curricula: Gospel Project on Sundays and 
Jesus Storybook Bible on Wednesdays.  
Teachers are helping kids connect the Bible 

stories to their everyday lives.  Each week 

builds upon the previous stories as we travel 

through the timeline and learn the big 

concepts of God’s unending love and how we 

can trust His promises.    

One of the goals of the Children’s Ministry 

Team is building friendships among the kids 

and families.  The kids have their own 

‘welcome, friend’ handshakes and we 

frequently do simple interactive games to 

learn more about each other.  For families, 

the hayride in October served up lots of 

sunshine and s’mores – and some ponies were 

also served treats! Another family 

opportunity is planned for the second 

weekend in December.  Journey to Bethlehem 
is an opportunity to begin the Christmas 

season with heightened awareness of its true 

meaning.  Stutsmanville Chapel in Harbor 

Springs transforms their chapel and grounds 

into an awesome journey and tour guides 

(actors depicting Matthew) will lead you 

through several indoor and outdoor live action 

scenes, including a short wagon ride.  We will 

sign up for tours in groups if possible.  

Reservations are required so please sign up.  

Exact times are not available as of this 

writing so stay tuned for more information.   

The children’s Christmas Musical will be 

presented on Sunday, December 2nd, 6:00 p.m.   

Kids are learning the songs (quickly!) on 

Wednesday nights with Stacey Schultz and 

Alisa Sauer and all kids are encouraged to be 

listening to the available CDs.   

A Birthday Party for Jesus will be rockin’ on 

Sunday morning, December 16th, during the 

second service.   Lots of fun and drama are 

planned – kids won’t want to miss it!  Adults, 

stop by and see Bethlehem!   

If you are on Facebook, be sure and ‘friend’ 
Community Reformed Church.  It’s an easy 
way to keep in touch with the plans and 

accomplishments of our sweet kids and we are 

striving to use it to increase communication 

with parents and the congregation.   

Helpers are always needed and welcome.  

Please keep praying for transformed hearts! 

Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 
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Safe Haven - Free Breakfast Club 
 

God has been richly blessing our Breakfast Club.  In the last 2 months we have been serving between 20 – 29 meals 
each Tuesday and Friday.  We are working at breaking the 30 mark.  The people we serve have also blessed each of 
us workers.  The relationship that are being built, the sharing that is taking place, and the needs being met 
overwhelm us each day. 

God has also provided us with income.  We are totally funded by individual gifts of cash and other items.  For 
example, we have been given a refrigerator and freezers, as well as 300 pounds of sausage and 40 pounds of 
blueberries. 

We started our ministry with $1000 in seed money and after 7 months of services we currently have $1006 in the 
bank with which to start the winter season, and our freezer is full.  But we are looking ahead. 

Fair Trade Festival and Pancake Breakfast 

On Saturday, November 17 we are hosting a fundraiser: The Fair Trade Festival and Pancake Breakfast at 10 a.m.. 
until 4 p.m.  Local crafters, bakers, and artist can purchase an 8’ space for $15.00.  The church will also have a 
booth of “Fair Trade” coffee, chocolate, and tea.   

We will be making pancakes all day long for the cost of a free-will offering.  Our Pancake Bar will feature 
pumpkin, apple, and buttermilk pancakes with a wide variety of toppings, as well as, ham and fruit.  This is a great 
breakfast for hunters – a great meal for anyone. 

PIES ~PIES~PIES~AND MORE PIES! 

We need your home made pies on November 17’s Fair Trade Festival at Church.  Our hope is to get 100 pies (all 
kinds) to sell.  All proceeds  will go to the Charlevoix Community Christmas project and Community Food 
Pantry.   

You can make fruit pies (already baked, or frozen with instructions for baking), cream pies, pecan pies, pumpkin 
pies, quiches, be creative.  Sign up at the information desk! 

Don’t bake? C ome buy a pie for $12!   

    

(Continued on page 7) 

Ministry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry UpdatesMinistry Updates    
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F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)F.A.C.E.S. (a CRC Orphan Ministry)    
On November 11th the F.A.C.E.S. team will host our annual “CRC Orphan Sunday”.   
 
Orphan Sunday is a day for us to focus on the plight and reality of orphans around the world. 
 
With a focus on God’s heart for the orphan and the call to Christians to act on their behalf, 
please stand together in recognition of Orphan Sunday and discover God’s desire for all of us to 
care for the orphan and vulnerable children.   
 
Candice and Aaron Wiers will share their adoption journey with us as part of our worship 
experience.  Hear how God continues to work in and through them. 
 
Hope Home Imphal will be hosting a simple brunch between services.  Hope Home Imphal is an 
orphanage in India supported by Steve Rozema.  

(Continued from page 6) 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK NOVEMBER 12-19 
CRC will not be a collection site for Operation Christmas Child this year.  The following area drop-off sites are 

available for those who wish to participate in this giving opportunity. 

(Driving directions and additional information can 
be found at: www.samaritanspurse.org 

WORD OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH,  

403 Madison St., Petoskey MI 
 

M—Nov. 12 (5—7p.m.) 
T—Thurs—Nov. 13—15 (12—2p.m.) 
Fri—Nov. 16 (5—7p.m.) 
Sat—Nov. 17 (12—2p.m.) 
Sun—Nov. 18 (12:30—2:30p.m.) 
M—Nov. 19 (12—2p.m.) 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

401 S. Park St., Boyne City, MI 
 

M—Wed—Nov. 12—14 (1—3p.m.) 

Thurs—Sat—Nov. 15—17 (1—4p.m.) 
Sun—Nov. 18 (10a.m.—2p.m.) 
M—Nov. 19 (9a.m.—11a.m.) 

 
LIGHTHOUSE MISSIONARY CHURCH 

7824 Rogers Road, East Jordan, MI 
 

M—T—Nov. 12—13  (4—6p.m) 
Wed—Nov. 14 (6—8p.m.) 
Thurs—Nov. 15 (4—6p.m.) 
Fri—Nov. 16 (5—7p.m.) 
Sat—Nov. 17(10a.m.—1p.m.) 
Sun—Nov. 18 (12—2p.m.) 
Mon—Nov 19 (1—3p.m.) 
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Pastor Chip opened with a scripture passage from James 1:19. We need to be good listeners and not easily angered. 
Chip opened with prayer. 

Areas of focus 

1. Global outreach: Don Trimper and Garry Miller gave a report on Global outreach. They told us about what 
missions they choose to support. They updated the consistory on some of the missions that we have supported 
in the past. They also submitted a written report. 

2. Update on facilities discernment team: The team met to discuss their duties and how they will proceed. 

3. Discerning God’s Preferred Future: Chip listed several questions on the back of the agenda along with steps we 
will need to take to determine God’s preferred future for CRC. At this point it is decided that approaching this 
after the first of the year is prudent. 

The proposed budget for 2013 was discussed. 

Next consistory meeting is November 13th at 6:30pm. 

Highlights from the October Consistory MeetingHighlights from the October Consistory MeetingHighlights from the October Consistory MeetingHighlights from the October Consistory Meeting    

Military Men and Women 

Please encourage our military men and women this Christmas as 

they serve our country. 
    

• CMCR    ----    Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller ----    PO Box 153177 - Santa Rita - Guam  96915 

• David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/AIC    (Air Force)- PSC Box 2243, APO AP 96264     

• Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese -  2LT Leese, Kyle, C TRP 1-126 CRV, FOB FRONTENAC, APO AE 09380    

• Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II (U.S. Navy) – 14315 Wedgewood, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312 

• FCSN    Nuttall, Logan D  Nuttall, Logan D  Nuttall, Logan D  Nuttall, Logan D  (U. S. Navy) ----    3975 Norman Scott Road, San Diego, California, 92136 

• PFC1 Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner (U.S. Army) ----    426 Murray Fort Drive, Fayetteville, North Carolina, 28314    

• 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan 1 Lt. Boss, Megan (U.S. Army) - Golf FSC, 3-320th FAR, FOB SALERNO, APO AE 09314 (Afghanistan)    

• Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks Capt. Kathryn Marks (Ricks), DDS, (Air Force) - 3840 Cross Creek Trail, Valdosta, GA. 31605    
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My soul yearns for you in the night; in the 

morning my spirit longs for you.  Isaiah 26:9 
 
A few weeks ago, I woke up with the word 
“longing” in my mind and I couldn’t shake it.  
It reminded me that a few years earlier, after 
the birth of our first grandchild, I had 
mentioned to Ron that I finally knew what the 
word “longing” meant—the intense desire to 
hold that little boy in my arms.  And now that 
word was back and it felt like God 
was going to use that very word to 
teach me something. 
 
I tried to think about situations 
where the word “longing” replaces 
desire.  I started to think about 
longings that look forward and 
longings that look backward.  I 
started to think about Christmas 
and how we should be longing for 
Jesus to come once again and show 
himself in this world.  I also 
thought about many conversations 
I’ve had with people where it’s 
evident that we long for the past.   
 
I’ve often wondered how I would 
feel if I could rewind the clock thirty years or 
so.  I would love to hold my children, read to 
them, rock them to sleep just one more time . . 
. or would I?  Would I maybe want to stay in 
that place and have a “re-do” of my life?  I’m 
pretty sure this would be an example of a 
“misplaced longing,” since it’s not really 

possible.  Longing for that might just be a huge 
waste of time. 
 
And so I look forward, grateful for the past, 
yet trying not to miss the amazing 
opportunities that are here now and are still 
coming.  I can’t wait to see what’s in store for 
those precious little grandchildren and perhaps 
someday, great-grandchildren. 
 
I’ve had the opportunity to have some lively 

conversations about some of these 
same ideas.  Many of us enjoy 
reminiscing about the past.  We 
have memories and expectations 
that clearly stir our emotions.  But, 
do we desire to hang out a little too 
long in the past—believing in a way 
that it was better than the present?  
Are some of these desires 
misplaced longings?  If we could go 
back briefly to Community 
Reformed Church thirty years ago, 
would we?  Would we long to stay 
there and have a “re-do” of the last 
thirty years? 
 
Or should we be looking forward, 

grateful for the past, yet with great anticipation 
to what God is doing and will be doing 
through us in the next thirty years?  Are we 
making use of every opportunity we have for 
serving him here . . . in this place . . . right 
now? 

(Continued on page 13) 

Longing 
By Theda Williams 
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November 2012 November 2012 November 2012 November 2012 ----    Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution Blessing Box Distribution (for (for (for (for 

men, women and children)men, women and children)men, women and children)men, women and children)    

Count your Blessings!  Count your Blessings!  Count your Blessings!  Count your Blessings!  Each year the RCW 

distributes and collects small “Blessing Boxes” 

for you to count your blessings by recognizing 

them with a token of cash or change into your 

blessing box for each blessing received.  Every 

day we experience small blessings in our lives.  

Don’t forget to recognize how God is with you 

each and every day.  Through you the RCW is 

able to assist many families in need throughout 

our community by supporting the Joppa House 

and Third Day Fellowship and Outreach.  Pick 

up your Blessing Box during the first few weeks 

of November.  Any time you receive 

(recognize) a blessing (big or small) in your life 

drop some loose change (bills or checks) into 

the Blessing Box.   It adds up fast.  In doing this 

you are able to Be a Blessing to others by being 

Blessed.  “Blessed to be a Blessing”.  

Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 Saturday, December 1, 2012 ----    12:00 p.m.12:00 p.m.12:00 p.m.12:00 p.m.    

Annual RCW Christmas LuncheonAnnual RCW Christmas LuncheonAnnual RCW Christmas LuncheonAnnual RCW Christmas Luncheon    

This year we will celebrate Christ’s birth 

together at the 

Charlevoix Country 

Club for a “Christmas 

Luncheon Fellowship”.  Watch for your 

invitation and sign-up sheet.   

Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 Saturday, March 9, 2013 ----    Annual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten BreakfastAnnual Lenten Breakfast    

Lent is the Christian season of preparation 

before Easter.  In Western Christianity, Ash 

Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of 

the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior 

to Easter (Sundays are not included in the 

count). 

Lent is a time when many Christians prepare 

for Easter by observing a period of fasting, 

repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. 

The purpose is to set aside time for reflection on 

Jesus Christ - his suffering and his sacrifice, his 

life, death, burial and resurrection. 

Please plan to attend our Lenten Breakfast 

where we will recognize the sacrifice of God 

the Father and Christ suffering for our sake. 

Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 Monday, May 6, 2013 ----    Annual Spring FlingAnnual Spring FlingAnnual Spring FlingAnnual Spring Fling    

Spring is a time of rejuvenation.   As we enter 

the season of spring we too feel the desire of 

rejuvenation.  

 Join us for an evening of fellowship and dinner 

with women of our church and community.  

Enjoy a guest speaker who will encourage and 

motivate you in women’s health issue. 

SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!SAVE  THESE  DATES!    

Opportunities for ALL Women 
RCW 2012-2013 Year 
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EXPANDING YOUR FAITH 
By Kay Britton 

When I was asked to write an article about 
“expanding your faith,” nothing came to my mind.  
When that happens, I know that God would have a 
message for me, so I asked Him what He wanted me 
to share.  Immediately, a hymn that I sang in Sunday 
school as a young child came into my mind—“Trust 
and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in 
Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 

Our family moved to Charlevoix in 1969.  We 
became members of the Church of God.  Church has 
always been an important part of my life, but I did 
not know that I needed to ask Jesus into my heart.  I 
made that commitment and then things began to 
change in my life.   I started reading the Bible and 

asking God to help me. 

As I look back on the many years that have passed, I 
can now see the many, many blessings God has given 
me.  I can also remember the trials that He has taken 
me through to build my faith, and also the challenges 
that are here day by day.  We all have blessings, 
trials, and challenges.  It’s how we handle them that 
is important.  As the composer wrote,  “Trust and 
obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, 
but to trust and obey.” 

By Kay Britton, Reprinted from In Touch, October 
2006 

GIVING OPPORTUNITY:   
The Community Christmas Project 

� The Project is in need of 350 packages of store 
bought cookies by Sunday, December 16th.  Place 
your cookies in the box located in the entryway of 
the church. 

� There will be a SOX BOX in which to 
donate socks for children of all ages, sizes 
infant through adult.  Tube socks (S-M-L) 
work well for various sizes. 

� If you are interested in “adopting” a child or 
family for whom you can purchase 
Christmas gifts, contact Bev Boss at 547-2078.  
(Small groups might consider this opportunity.) 

� Mitten/Glove trees are placed in several areas 
around town. 

� Toys for Tots collections are used by the Project to 
help provide toys for children.  Boxes are located in 
over 25 spots in town.  (This is a great opportunity 

for teaching kids about giving.) 

� Monetary donations can be made to the Charlevoix 
Christmas Project and dropped off or mailed to the 

Community Reformed Church, c/o John 
Coolman.  (There is real need this year 
because food costs have gone up!) 

� Gently used coats, jackets and boots may be 
dropped off at the church office.  Also, 
artificial Christmas trees and any type of 
Christmas ornaments or decorations are much 

appreciated. 

Last year the Community Christmas Project provided 
gifts for 450 children and their parents as well as 35 
seniors.  The Christmas Project Committee 
appreciates your caring, help and prayers.  We pray 
that God will Bless this program and the people 
whom we serve. 



    

CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS AND     

BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:BLESSINGS TO:    

Steve and Krystel Weber on the birth 

of their son, Sawyer Matthew. 

Paul and Katie (Way) Glotzhober on 

the birth of a baby girl.  Proud grand- parents 

are Barney and Kris Way. 

Kevin and Jennifer (Ricks) Kosten on the 

birth of their daughter, Evelyn (Evie) Joy 

Kosten.  Proud grandparents are Jeff and Pat 

Ricks. 

Brian and Meagan Ward on the birth of 

William Bernie (Will).  Proud grandparents 

are Bernie and Sandy Ward; great-

grandmothers, Clearina Behrens and Fran 

Ward. 

Tony and Aubrey Williams on the birth of a 

daughter, June Muriel.  Proud grandparents 

are Ron and Theda Williams. 

Jeff and Bailee Stevens on their baptism. 

Aaron and Candice Wiers on the baptism of 

their daughters, Ainsley and Mimi. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

Jennifer Aenis and family on the loss of her 

father, Pete VanderArk. 

Russ, Cassie, Joe and family at the passing of 

Shawn McCraney (wife and mother) on 

October 30, 2012.   

NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS:    

Hunter Cox, son of Dan and Nichole Cox, 

grandson of Ron and Mary Ann Cox. 

Megan Klooster, daughter of Nathan and Joy 

Klooster. 

Patti Orcutt, wife of David Orcutt. 

            
---Submitted by Mary Seaman 

PAGE 12 IN TOUCH 

(Interviews of new members will appear in the next issue of “In Touch.”) 
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C.R.C.’s Holiday ScheduleC.R.C.’s Holiday ScheduleC.R.C.’s Holiday ScheduleC.R.C.’s Holiday Schedule    

Community Thanksgiving on Sunday evening, November 18th at 6:00 p.m. 

Advent services 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. “The Kingdom of God is HERE!”“The Kingdom of God is HERE!”“The Kingdom of God is HERE!”“The Kingdom of God is HERE!” 

 December 2, 2012 - “Remember Your Past” Colossians 1:21-23, Ezekiel 34:11-31, Jeremiah 31:31-37 

 December 9, 2012 - “Face the Present” Colossians 1:21-23 

 December 16, 2012 - “Be Steadfast in Faith” Colossians 1:21-23 

 December 16, 2012 - Communion Service 6:00 p.m. “Reconciled” Colossians 1:21-23 

 December 23, 2012 - “Celebrating His Coming” Colossians 1:21-23 

 

∗ Kid’s Musical on December 2, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

∗ Christmas Cantata on December 8th and 9th at 6:00 p. m. 

∗ Community “Blue Christmas Service” December 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

∗ Advent Communion Service is on December 16th following our congregational mtg. 

∗ Christmas Eve services will be at 4, 6 and 8 p.m.. “Pursue His Future” Colossians 1:21-32/Luke 2 

∗ December 30th services at 8:30 and 10:15 “The Full Life” Colossians 2:6-7 

The last question I need to ask myself is, “Am I longing for God,” or do other unhealthy 
longings occupy my spirit?  Do I long to have Him transform me, or do I want to stay in the 
comfortable present or even more comfortable past?  As I look forward to Advent, is it with 
eager anticipation that things could be amazingly different this year or will I go through the 
familiar motions once again? 
 

Our Advent series will be focusing on remembering our past, facing our present and 
celebrating Jesus’ coming.  The children of Israel also had longings—sometimes “misplaced 
longings.”  While in the desert, they longed to go back to Egypt, a place where they had been 
enslaved and abused!  They couldn’t understand that their present circumstances were leading 
them into God’s desired future.  I can’t help but contrast the Israelites with the heroes of faith 
talked about in Hebrews 11.  “If they had been thinking of the land they had left behind they 
would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one.” 
 

As we enter this Advent season, let’s look forward.  Let’s focus on Jesus coming and long for 

the day when he presents us “holy and blameless and irreproachable” to the Father.  (Col. 1:22) 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Searching for God…..in all the right places! 

Knowing about God is one thing, having a 

relationship with him is another, and keeping the 

relationship strong and growing is another 

altogether.  How does one keep from becoming 

“lukewarm” toward God?  Jesus admonished the 

church in Laodicea about this (Rev. 3:14 and 

following) stating he would “spit them out of His 

mouth” because they were lukewarm, neither hot 

nor cold in their regard for Him.  But how 

does one maintain spiritual heat?  

Just like any relationship, without 

continual, intentional attention, a 

relationship with God will flounder. Faith 

will probably grow cold, boring, 

unfruitful.  For me the biggest key to 

keeping “hot” for God is being in His 

Word daily.  I am currently using a 

chronological, through-the-Word-in-a-

year Bible, as well as daily devotional 

readings.  I also read Christian books to 

keep myself challenged and encouraged. 

The second greatest help to me is prayer, both 

personal and corporate.  I am one of those early 

risers who attend our church’s morning prayer 

time regularly, and find it keeps me connected to 

God as well as to fellow believers. Our Saturday 

morning times are usually spent listening to 

teachings by various Christian leaders like John 

Piper, Jim Cymbala, Louie Giglio, and others.  We 

intentionally challenge our spirits and our brains; 

the discussions and prayer we have following these 

teachings are faith building, as we encourage one 

another to remain “steadfast in the faith.” (Col. 

1:23) I also try to participate regularly in the 

Wednesday noon community prayer time at city 

hall.  It’s a blessing to join with people of faith from 

other churches in town to read and pray through 

scripture.  

Sunday worship is also key to a vital, growing 

relationship with God. Worship music, whether 

praise music or hymns, has a way of connecting me 

(sometimes emotionally) to God.  Chip’s messages 

challenge me with God’s Word and how it applies 

to my life.  Often some serious self-

examination is needed following the 

sermon.  And celebrating with other 

believers offers a glimpse of eternity. 

Being involved in serving God, within the 

church and without, is another way to 

keep my faith alive and growing.  It keeps 

me seeking Him for wisdom and guidance. 

It reminds me that I have been “blessed to 

be a blessing.” (Gen 12:2) 

Keep in mind that Jesus said, “If you know 

me then you know my Father also. (John 

14:7) God sent Jesus to reveal Himself and 

His character. If you wonder about God’s love, look 

at Jesus.  If you wonder about His mercy and 

justice, look at Jesus. Paul writes in Colossians 1:10 

that he has prayed that they may “lead lives worthy 

of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, as you bear fruit 

in every good work and as you grow in the 

knowledge of God.”  So trust God, continually seek 

Him, and He will be revealed to you, and your 

relationship with Him will take on new fire! 

Searching for God . . . 
By Jon Eakes 

YÉÜ Åx à{x 
u|zzxáà ~xç àÉ 
~xxÑ|Çz Â{ÉàÊ 
yÉÜ ZÉw |á 

ux|Çz |Ç [|á 
jÉÜw wt|ÄçA   
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A Book Review by Mary Seaman 
 

A SIMPLE CHRISTMAS by Mike Huckabee 

 

A SIMPLE CHRISTMAS has the subtitle, Twelve Stories That Celebrate the True Holiday Spirit.  
Using a conversational, often humorous, tone, Mike Huckabee relates personal experiences to 
develop his theme that Christmas is supposed to be about simple things: faith, love, family and 
hope. 

He sets the stage for his stories by telling of that first simple Christmas, the Nativity, in a cave full 
of barnyard animals.  The swaddling clothes were rags; the manger was a feed trough.  The birth 
of our Savior in this simple setting is itself a lesson about humility.  Huckabee’s stories range from 
learning patience, when he’s caught after having unwrapped, played with, and rewrapped his 
Christmas gifts, to understanding sacrifice when he tells his parents all he wants for Christmas is 
an electric guitar and they make that happen.  Years later, he realizes his parents’ sacrifice; they 
made monthly payments for a year to pay for his gift, one they could not afford, but one that 
brought him such joy.  

Other Christmas memories, from his years as a young husband and father to his time as a governor 
and then presidential candidate, provide inspirational messages of how to slow down, prioritize, 
and enjoy a simple Christmas.  One of these messages is:  “I needed to stop thinking about how 
much I was stressed and start thinking about how much I was blessed.”  A SIMPLE CRISTMAS is 
a delightful collection of stories to share as a family. 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 8:30, & 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 
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